Q&A
PIs must read the procurement documentation thoroughly – it contains all the information needed to prepare a Problem Statement. However, the following are typical questions we have received in this and past procurement cycles.
1. Q: Should project budgets include indirect?
A: Yes

2. Q: Why do I need signatures from the Associate Director (AD) at my institution?
A: Each AD has a unique vision for how their institution contributes to the consortium. Potential PIs are strongly encouraged to contact their AD to ensure that their idea conforms to this vision. AD signatures do not mean that the project will be selected – only that it will be considered. 

3. Q: Why do I need to obtain match? What do I need to know about it?
A: Dollar for dollar match is a federal requirement for the UTC program. That match can be in-kind in the form of monetized datasets, resource contributions from industry, and/or faculty/staff/student salaries. Match can also be in the form of cash contributions from industry or any non-federal source. The authorization legislation does make an exception for SPR research, LTAP and TTAP – these are the only federally-sourced funds may be used as match. Different partners have different sources for match – the ADs can help with this.

4. Q: Can I partner with other academic institutions outside the consortium?
A: No. Partnering with industry, associations and agencies is encouraged, however.

5. Q: My proposed project is a single-entity project rather than a collaborative effort. Does this mean I won’t be funded?
A: No, not necessarily. We do encourage collaboration, and it is a plus. However, different partners have different resources within the consortium, and by necessity there will be some single-entity projects funded. 

6. Q: How are proposals evaluated and selected?
A: Problem Statements will be evaluated by NCIT stakeholders and those ratings will be used by the NCIT Steering Committee to select projects. Selections are determined by the merits of the projects, and also in consideration of balance between institutions, topical pillars, match sources, stakeholder involvement, strategic priorities and other factors.

7. Q: What is the funding level per project?
A: Project budgets (Total Budget = Federal + Cost Share) are expected to be about $75K to $150K per partner per year. Exceptions may be considered. 

8. Q: What are the reporting requirements for awarded projects?
A: The report requirements for UTCs can be found on the UTC website at 2023 UTC GRANT AWARDS - Schedule of Deliverables/Reporting Requirements. NCIT PIs will be required to provide information on their projects in support of these deliverables – those requirements can be found on NCIT’s website in the “PI Toolkit and Resources for Current Grantees” under the “Research” tab ( PI ToolKit and Resources for Current Grantees – National Center for Infrastructure Transformation (NCIT)). 
